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Program Notes for Variations on g Tango:

At the heart of Variations on a Tango is a set of continuous variations based upon an original theme in the tango style. The
theme, first presented by the pitched percussion instruments, retains a familiar rounded binary format each time it is
presented. The A section of the original theme is comprised of a melody in the crisp and dramatic habanera style of
Georges Bizet's iconic aria from Carmen, "L'amour est un osieau rebelle." A more fluid, yet still dramatic, countermelody
is also present in the A section. The slightly contrasting B section, foreshadowed by the first entrances of piccolo, flute,
and brass, continues in Bizet's habanera style.

Along with the sensual and dramatic impetus of Variations on a Tango is another element, one that might evoke feelings of
an unfolding epic and mystical story, aided by interludes in which the instrumentalists are asked to sing. The momentum of
the variations builds, however, not toward a resolution of mystical elements; rather, the climax of the work is an
impassioned presentation of the theme in the exuberant style of the composer, Astor Piazzolla (1921-92), and his famous
"Libertango." Each variation along the plotline presents the tango theme with different characterizations. Some of these are
tied closely to the tango style while others venture into more unexpected characters. Variations on a Tango was premiered
by the Sam Houston State University Wind Ensemble at the 2012 College Band Directors Natonal Association Southwest
Region Conference in San Antonio, Texas, conducted by Matthew McInturf.

Instrumentation: (winds = at least one player per part)

Piccolo

Flutes 1 & 2

Oboes 1 & 2

Bb Clarinet 1-4

Eb Alto Saxophone 1 & 2
BbTenor Saxophone

Bb Bass Clarinet
Bassoons 1 & 2

Eb Baritone Saxophone

Bb Trumpets 1-6
F Horns 1-4
Trombones 1-4
Euphoniums 1 & 2
Tubas 1 & 2

Percussion (minimum 6 playets in all

Timpani (minimum 1 player): timpaniy castanets, woadbleck

Percussion 1 (minimumf1 player):¥6m-toms, snaresdrumxylophone*

Percussion 2 (minimum¥player): glockenspiel, {tanftam, suspended cymbal, vibraslap, crash cymbal, xylophone*
Percussion 3 (migimutn 1 player): vibraphong, metalswind chimes, bass drum, triangle, siren

High Marimba {minimmmgl player): pfariniba,tambourine**

Low Marimba (miimum 1 player): ‘marimba, rachet, bongos**

* One xylophone may be shared between Percussion 1 and Percussion 2 setups
**Only one marimba instrument required in all

Composer Bio:

Kyle Kindred (b. 1978) is currently Assistant Professor of Music and Co-coordinator of Theory and Composition at Sam
Houston State University in Huntsville, Texas. Kindred’s compositions have been performed in the US, Canada, Japan, and
Europe in performances by Trio 335, the Washburn Symphony Orchestra, the US Navy Band, the US 323rd Army Band,
the St. Louis Wind Symphony, the University of Michigan Concert Band, and the Indiana University of Pennsylvania Wind
Ensemble, conducted by Jack Stamp, at venues such as the 2009 Society of Composers National Conference, the 2009
North American Saxophone Alliance National Conference, and the 2003 Saxophone World Congress. Kindred co-wrote
the score for the short animated film Cough, Cold, and High Fever which was featured at the 2007 Los Angeles Film
Festival as well as screened and broadcast around the world as part of the Live Earth Concerts for a Climate in Crisis.
Kindred is a contributing author for GIA’s Composers on Composing for Band, Volume 4. His work for band In Store was
recorded by the TAD Wind Symphony of Japan in June of 2008.
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Gradually Winding Down
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