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Danse Macabre

Camille Saint-Saens

Arranged by Amy Williams

INSTRUMENTATION

Flute 1 Trumpetin Bb 1 Cymbals
Flute 2 Trumpet in Bb 2 s Drum
Oboe Trombone 1 violin
ClarinetinBb 1 Trombone 2 QVlolm 1
Clarinet in Bb 2 Tuba Violin 2
Bassoon Xylophone/Bells Viola
HorninF 1 Timpani Vigloncello

TES

Danse Macabre is possibly one of Saiht-Saens’ nlost ifiable symphonic works. Saint-Saens was
inspired to compose Dansg Macabre after visitin combs beneath the streets of Paris known to

be the final resting pla ictims of the French\Revelution. Saint-Saens began this work in the early
1870s, orlglnally setting the sictoapo y ri Cazalis. Initially, the piece was written for voice
and piano but : eworked it @few years later, substituting solo violin for voice and adding full
orchestra. T esingle D’s representing the twelve strokes of midnight. Death,
represented by the solo violin, or the dead from their graves to dance for him while he plays his

fiddle. The dance continues vigorously until the crow of a roster represented by the oboe. The piece
ends with the last skeletons scurrying back to their graves.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This arrangement of Danse Macabre can be performed by full orchestra or strings alone. Use of cues in
the string parts will be necessary when performed without winds. It is recommended that the solo
violinist use two violins. The first instrument played should have the E string tuned to Eb. In measure
137, the soloist will switch to a violin with standard tuning and play it for the remainder of the piece.
Note that in measure 93-101 the soloist will need to place his or her hand a half step higher to
compensate for the E string tuned to Eb.
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