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“Sakura”, which means cherry blossoms, is a Japanese folk song which has been
around for centuries. The simple pentatonic melody lends itself to a variety of
treatments in a vast array of musical styles and genres. It was used as the basis for
Alfred Reed’s Fifth Symphony for Band and recorded by several pop artists in Japan. It
is used also as the introduction to Bon Jovi's Tokyo Road. This version utilizes
retrograde and inverted forms of the original melody. Not coincidentally, these
melodic variations remain strongly rooted in their pentatonic origins.

Form

A B A Interlude C A Coda
Letter B Letter E Letter G Letter H Letter I Letter K |Letter L-end
original retrograde original inverted original

Rehearsal Suggestions

The hand bells-add a unhique,color, but if they are not available, utilize a piano,
chimes, vibraphone, or,bells OR a combination of these instruments.

If a Taitko Drum®is met,available a bass drum or very large tom may be
substituted.

The overall mood should be energetic and relentless without becoming
bombastic and oppressive.

It is important to adhere to the tempo markings especially Letter K to the end.
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